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Our alumni society has been very busy these last few months.  We 
recently awarded our first College of Medicine Distinguished Physician 
Alumnus Award to Paul Wallach, ’84, now at New York Medical 
Center but previously at USF College of Medicine.  Paul served as 
Vice Dean for Educational Affairs from 2003 -07 at USF College of 
Medicine.  He is passionate about medical education and has held 
leadership positions on the National Board of Medical Examiners.  
We congratulate Dr. Wallach on his award.  There were quite a few 
nominations for this award and all the nominees were very deserving of 
recognition.  We will be offering this award every year, so if you know 
of a deserving alumnus, please nominate him or her. 

The Alumni Society also sponsored and participated in the Path of Honor at the College of 
Medicine’s graduation ceremony held at the Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg on May 5, 
2011.  More than 20 alumni came in their academic regalia to line the aisles of the theater to 
congratulate, honor and welcome the graduates into the Alumni Society.  We appreciate all 
who participated in the Path of Honor and hope to have even more participation next year. 

Our annual meeting immediately followed graduation.  During the meeting we reviewed our 
progress and approved the bylaws of the society. They will be posted on the alumni society 
website medicine.usfhealthalumni.net.  While you’re looking around the site, take a look at the 
Class Notes and update information about yourself.  We’d love to hear from you.

As a renewed alumni society we look to our membership for help as we continue programs 
we have started and think of new ways to help our medical students.  We encourage your 
participation, ideas and support. 

Thank you,

Diane M. Duffy, ’89

From the Board President

Board of Directors

Diane M. Duffy, MD
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Diane M. Duffy, MD

Upcoming Events
August 12  COM Class of 2015 White Coat Ceremony

October 14-15  COM Class Reunions Honoring the Classes of 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, and 2006

March COM Scholarship Dinner

May 2  COM Commencement Dinner

May 3  COM Commencement and Alumni Path of Honor

If you happened to be at The Pub at International Plaza on June 14th, you would have seen a 
crowd of over 50 alumni and guests attending the first USF Health Alumni event in Tampa.  
Dr. Klasko welcomed the alumni emphasizing one of the strengths of each of the colleges was 
the educational, research and clinical collaboration among all of the colleges. “USF Health 
looks like one college that has students across all disciplines.  It is one reason The Villages 
agreed to join with us to make The Villages the healthiest community in America.  We could 
provide all facets of health care.”  As alumni, staff and faculty mixed and mingled, the most 
common question was “Will this be an annual event?”  And the answer is “YES!”

USF Health South Tampa Alumni Reception at The Pub
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The University of South Florida College of 
Medicine Class of 2011 Commencement 
Dinner was a time of celebration and a time 
to reflect upon the accomplishments of not 
only the class of 2011, but of alumni and 
faculty.  Mark Halsey, President of the Class 
of 2011, did a superb job as the master of 
ceremonies with a mix of serious and light-
hearted introductions.  

The program had a number of additions, 
first of which was the College of Medicine 
Distinguished Physician Alumnus Award.   
Diane Duffy ‘89, President of the College of 
Medicine Alumni Society offered greetings 
to the Class as new members of the Society.  
She encouraged them to stay in contact 
with the Society and the College.   She then 
introduced Aman Bhullar ’07, Chair of the 
Society’s Awards and Recognition Commit-
tee.  

Reading from the nomination and letters of 
support, Dr. Bhullar noted, “The nominee 
made the quality of the student educational 
experience his primary focus at USF.  He 
was a force behind major and innovative 
revision in the medical curriculum.  He 
championed several innovative courses that 
resulted in strengthening communications 
skills, diagnostic skills and promoted the 
value of the physician-patient interaction.  
The nominee set exceptionally high stan-
dards for himself, for the faculty and for 
his students.  His excellence as an innova-
tive and outstanding medical educator and 
authority on medical education has been 
nationally recognized by his selection to the 
Liaison Committee on Medical Education.  
He is regarded among medical educators as a 
creative, forward-thinking leader. “

“It is my pleasure to introduce my mentor, 
my friend and the 2011 College of Medicine 

Dr. Paul Wallach awarded 
the first Distinguished  
Physician Alumnus Award

Left to right: Diane Duffy, ’89, Dr. Paul Wallach, ’84, Aman Bhullar, ’07, and Valerie Riddle, ’89.

Distinguished Physician Alumnus, Dr. Paul 
Wallach, Class of 1984,” said Dr. Bhullar 
and presented Dr. Wallach with a hand-
blown glass stethoscope.  

“I am humbled and proud to be the recipi-
ent of this award, “remarked Dr. Wallach.  
“Twenty-one years of my life was spent at 
the USF College of Medicine and I have 
seen the quality of the graduates.  I have 
watched many of their successes and to be 
selected as the recipient of this award is 
especially meaningful.”

Wallach is currently Vice Dean for Medi-
cal Education and Professor of Medicine at 
New York Medical College.

Alicia Monroe, Vice Dean of Educational 
Affairs, presented the Outstanding Lifetime 
Educational Excellence Award to Dr. Duane 
Eichler, the Award for Innovation in Teach-
ing to Dr. Inge Wefes and Dr. Laurie J. 
Woodard and the Recognition of Outstand-
ing Teaching to Dr. Gianluca Del Rossi, 

USF College of Medicine  
Commencement Dinner 2011

Dr. Paul Wallach, ’84, received the USF College 
of Medicine Distinguished Physician Alumnus 
Award at the Commencement Dinner on May 4, 
2011.
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USF College of Medicine Alumni Path of Honor 2011

Alumni gathered together at the College of 
Medicine Commencement Ceremony on May 
4, 2011 from all across the country to form the 
3rd Annual Alumni Path of Honor.

Dr. and Mrs. James O. Smith, ’81, 
congratulate new alumnus Dr. Zachary 
Wilson, ’11.  Dr. Smith will be celebrating his 
30th Class Reunion this fall.

Three years ago, a new tradition was estab-
lished as part of the College of Medicine 
Commencement Ceremony, the Alumni 
Path of Honor.  The Alumni Path of Honor 
for the Class of 2011 included College of 
Medicine Alumni Society Board Mem-
bers, Diane Duffy ’89,  Valerie Riddle ’89 
and Aman Bhullar ‘07; the Distinguished 
Physician Alumnus recipient, Paul Wal-
lach ’84; alumni hooding family members, 
Vegas Brown ‘05, Michael Caselnova ‘82, 
Steven Cohen , Annabella Ferrari ‘10, Pei-Jen 
Hwang ‘03, Muhammad Imam ‘10, Michael 
Levitt ‘00, Thomas Pusateri ’84, Fredric Wol-
lett ’75 and Sandra Gompf ‘91, John Greene 
’86, Todd Hazelton ‘93, Marnique Jones ‘91, 
Catherine Lynch ‘90, Stephen Mastorides 
‘93, Jane Messina ‘88, Ana Parsee ’07, Saun-
dra Stock ‘84, Crystal Totten ’09, Stephen 
Vernon ’74 and Kira Zwygart ‘98.   Eduardo 
Gonzalez ‘91 was chosen to hood the gradu-
ates and Glenn Catalano ’88 once again gave 
an entertaining and insightful charge to the 
class.  Margarita Cancio ’82 was one of the 
members of the platform party representing 
the USF Board of Trustees.   

Following the commencement ceremony, a 
luncheon and annual College of Medicine 
Alumni Society meeting was held.  Stephen 
Klasko, Dean of the College of Medicine; 
Dr. Alicia Monroe, Vice Dean of Educational 
Affairs; Steven Specter Associate Dean of 

Dr. John R. Dietz, Dr. Samuel Saporta, Dr. 
Richard J. Schrot, Dr. Laura Lee Swisher 
and Dr. Joanne Valeriano-Marcet.

The College of Medicine Dean’s Award was 
presented by Stephen Klasko, CEO of USF 
Health and Dean of the College of Medi-
cine to Menyoli “Mayo” Malafa ’11.   Dr. 
Klasko also presented three new monetary 
awards. Dr. Klasko and his wife, Colleen 
Wyse, established the awards because “we 
believe that it takes more than studying to 
be a successful student and professional.  It 
takes strength of purpose; it is understand-
ing that there is more to learning than what 
is in a book, it is how you interact with 
people and that life is not always fair.  These 
awards celebrate the lives of two people who 

USF College of Medicine  
Commencement Dinner 2011

Student Affairs and Steven Blair, Associate 
Vice President USF Health Development and 
Alumni Relations joined alumni in a discus-
sion of the accomplishments of the Society 
and ways to improve the Society to encourage 
more alumni participation in the Society and 
College.  The revised bylaws of the Society 

were also approved and are posted on the 
College of Medicine Alumni Society website.

Please mark your calendars now for the 4th 
Annual Alumni Path of Honor at the USF 
College of Medicine Commencement and 
the Annual College of Medicine Alumni 
Society meeting on May 4, 2012.

embodied these beliefs and now students 
who have demonstrated the same.”  The 
Philip T. Gompf Award for Perseverance 
and Social Justice was present to Alexandra 
Feliciano ’12.  Mai Otsuka ’12 received 
the Cindy Saporta Humanism in Medicine 
Award and the Stephen K. Klasko Dean’s 
Award for Leadership went to John Em-
erson ’11. Steven Specter, Associate Dean 
of Student Affairs presented the Leonard 
Tow Humanism in Medicine Award to 
Annellys Hernandez ’11 and the Donn L. 
Smith Award to Mayo Malafa.  Dr. Halsey 
presented Mayo Malafa with the Doctor’s 
Doctor Award.

The evening concluded with a poignant slide 
show and video of the Class of 2011.  

Commencement dinner contintued…

Dr. Stephen Klasko, Dean of the USF Col-
lege Medicine, presents the Dean’s Award for 
Leadership to 2011 Class President, Dr. John 
Emerson.
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Dr. John Emerson, who was chosen by his 
classmates to deliver the farewell address at 
the 2011 College of Medicine graduation cer-
emony, shared a question with his audience. 
Oddly enough, his friend posted it publicly 
on Dr. Emerson’s Facebook wall:

 “Hey Johnny, I got a quick question for you, 
man. Does fish oil have any effect on birth 
control pills?”

 Funny, yes – but it raises some more serious 
issues as well, said Dr. Emerson, this year’s 
student council president.

“The paradigms of the way we practice and 
deliver healthcare are changing, and they are 
doing so drastically and rapidly,” Dr. Emer-
son said. “The way we will practice medicine 
during our residency, over the next five years, 
and in 20 years is truly unknown.”

“That means that the doctors of the class of 
2011 must expect – and even lead – change,” 
said Dr. Stephen Klasko, dean of the College 
of Medicine and CEO of USF Health.

“You are entering a time in medicine and 
health care in which the future is a blank 
sheet of paper that will be filled in by this 
generation of doctors,” he told the graduates.

And it won’t be enough for them to practice 
medicine.

“Healthcare is crying out for transforma-
tion,” Dr. Klasko told them. “Not reform of a 
broken system, but true transformation.

“Wanting to change the health care system 
may not be easy. Depending how successful 
you are, you may be called crazy, idealistic or 
worse,” he told them. “But in 2011, the Oath 
of Hippocrates has to mean more than not 
doing harm.  We expect you to be the change 
agents for a new, enlightened healthcare 
system.”

 Dramatic change is so certain for this crop 
of graduates that Dr. Elliot Sussman, who 
received an honorary USF degree Thursday, 
called it “permanent whitewater.”

Even so, said Dr. Sussman, some lessons for 
this year’s graduates are the ones that every 
physician has needed to learn:

Realize you can’t know everything. Accept 
that some patients, despite your best efforts, 
will not get better. Walk with humility.

“Be with your patients,” Dr. Sussman said. 
“Don’t tower over them.”

Dr. Sussman, now a professor of medicine in 
the USF College of Medicine, is past chair 

of the Board of Directors of the American 
Association of Medical Colleges, as well as 
the past president and CEO of Lehigh Valley 
Health Network. Under Dr. Sussman’s lead-
ership, Lehigh Valley became recognized 
as one of the nation’s best 
academic 
commu-
nity health 
systems.

Dr. Suss-
man now is 
helping USF 
Health in its 
new partner-
ship with 
The Villages 
community. The 
goal: to trans-
form The Villages 
into “America’s 
healthiest home-
town.”

The Dean’s Award from Dr. Klasko was pre-
sented to Carol Morsani, a longtime leading 
supporter of USF Health. She and her hus-
band gave the leadership gift that established 
the Carol and Frank Morsani Center for Ad-
vanced Health Care. Mrs. Morsani also is the 
founding honorary chair of the USF Women 
in Leadership & Philanthropy program, 
which educates and informs women about 
the skills and opportunities for effective com-
munity leadership and philanthropic efforts.

USF College of Medicine Graduation 2011

In the not-so-distant 
medical past, newly-minted  
doctors learned to dispense 
written prescriptions and 
exam room wisdom.

Now they’re fielding medical 
questions on Facebook.
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For the Class of 2011, 

Change is  
Going to Come

Dr. Klasko told the crowd that Mrs. Morsani 
is the one he asks “whenever I have an idea 
and I need an honest opinion.” He thanked 
her for her visionary talents, describing her as 
“a community partner who sees the future.”

The second Dean’s Award recipient was Dr. 
John Malone, a founding faculty member in 
pediatrics at the USF College of Medicine.  
Dr. Klasko pointed to Dr. Malone’s many 
scientific achievements, including his work in 
showing that controlling insulin levels more 
closely could help reduce complications from 
diabetes.

Dr. Malone has accomplished all this while 
facing his own health challenges: he recently 
was recognized for being a 50-year survivor 
of Type 1 diabetes. As a young man, he was 
told he shouldn’t pursue a career in medicine 
because of his diabetes.

“Thank you 
for being a 
role model for 
every one of 
these physician 
scientists,” Dr. 
Klasko told 
him.

Those new 
physicians will 
have moments 
when things 
seem dark, Dr. 
Klasko warned 
them. When 

patients are ailing, or when the change they 
pursue seems hard to realize.

“Even in those times of doubt,” he told them, 
“I hope the idealism you feel today will shine 
through.”

“Never give up that commitment,” said Dr. 
Glenn Catalano, professor in psychiatry 
and neurosciences, in one of the few serious 
moments in his charge to the graduates – a 
talk peppered by well-received jokes about 
Charlie Sheen and other news of the day.

Still, Dr. Catalano found time to advise the 
graduates on a few serious points.

“You have the responsibility to do your best,” 
he said. “You must be relentless in the care of 
your patients.”

In closing, Dr. John Emerson pointed to the 
message of one of his own heroes, iconic run-
ner Steve Prefontaine: “To give anything less 
than your best is to sacrifice the gift.”

They are words Dr. Emerson has tried to live 
by. They speak to what lies ahead for the class 
of 2011:

 “The passion for service, the respect and 
dignity that we will provide our patients, the 
excellence of care, empathy and compassion 
are our gifts to be shared with our patients,” 
he said. “To provide anything other than the 
best care possible is to sacrifice this wonderful 
gift we have.”

Oh, and the fish oil? No effect on birth con-
trol pills, he said.

“You can trust me,” Dr. Emerson added. “I’m 
a doctor.”

Opposite: Graduate John Emerson, MD,  
delivered the farewell from the Class of 2011.

This page: L to R: Frank Morsani, Rhea Law, 
member of the USF Board of Trustees, Carol 
Morsani (recipient of a Dean’s Award), and 
Dr. Stephen Klasko, Dean of the College of 
Medicine and CEO for USF Health.
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University of South Florida 
College of Medicine Class of 
2011 senior medical students 
joined 15,000 medical school 
seniors across the country at 
noon on March 17, 2011 in 
finding out where they will 
spend their next three to seven 
years of residency training.  
The USF students gathered 
with family and friends, as is 
tradition, for their National 
Match Day celebration at 
Skipper’s Smokehouse in 
Tampa. 

With emotions running high, 
several were couples and 
waited on ‘pins & needles’ to 
learn if Match Day assignments 
would land them in separate 
cities or even states. As part of the USF 
tradition, couples’ residency assignments 
are announced simultaneously. Adding to 
the adventure of Match Day currently each 
year at Skipper’s Smokehouse in Tampa, the 
names are drawn at random. Each student 
trades a dollar for their Match Day letter 
and the money pot serves as a consola-
tion prize for the very last student to be 
‘matched.’ Students screamed and laughed, 

A couples match!  Matthew DiVeronica, far 
left, and Meghan NeSmith, are both bound for 
Oregon Health and Science University in Port-
land, OR, where they will specialize in internal 
medicine.

cried and jumped up and down. Some 
students even brought their children up to 
the stage to open envelopes.  

The students learned that many in the class 
would scatter, traveling as far as Utah and 
Arizona, Nevada and Ohio. Another large 
group will stay at home, here at USF or 
nearby in Orlando. Nearly half of the USF’s 
112 graduating medical students, forty-four 

percent, will stay here to conduct 
their residencies – attesting to the 
growing strength of USF residency 
programs. Other top institutions 
attracting USF students for their 
residencies included Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Emory University 
School of Medicine, University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical School, 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation, and 
Baylor College of Medicine.

Forty-nine percent of the graduat-
ing USF students will specialize in 
primary care, which encompasses 
internal medicine, family practice, 
pediatrics and medicine/pediatrics.  
Nearly 11 percent of the upcom-
ing graduates chose to specialize in 
psychiatry. 

USF College of Medicine Match Day 2011 
attracted local and regional media. The 
USF Health Communications team helped 
students connect with family and friends 
across the country who could not attend 
the Match Day festivities by livestreaming 
the event and through online technology 
(Facebook and Twitter).

Congratulations to the Class of 2011!

Students wore green “Kiss Me, I Matched”  T-shirts for  
their St. Patrick’s Day Match, but hugs were plentiful too.

L to R:  Holding masks of fellow medical stu-
dent Danish Ahmad, Christian Perez, Samuel 
Lawindy and Hong Nguyen announce the 
match on behalf of Ahmad, who couldn’t make 
it to the ceremony at Skipper’s.  Ahmad will do 
his residency at Long Island Jewish Medical 
Center, specializing in internal and emergency 
medicine.

Woojin Chong is happy to find out she’s going to 
Einstein Montefiore Medical Center in NYC for 
her ob/gyn residency. Daughter Lilu, 5, is at her 
side.  Chong’s brothers in South Korea watched 
her match via the USF Health livestream.

USF COM alumni news  l  9
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The University of South Florida’s College of 
Medicine and Lehigh Valley Health Network 
(LVHN) announced last fall an affiliation 
that will create a Health Care Leadership 
Track; a medical education curriculum 
to train a new generation of 21st century 
physician leaders. The Scholarly Excel-
lence, Leadership Experiences, Collaborative 
Training program, or SELECT, a four-year 
program in medical education leading to the 
MD degree, will welcome its inaugural class 
July 25, 2011.

SELECT students will spend their first two 
years taking classes at the USF College of 
Medicine in Tampa, FL, and then go to 
LVHN in Allentown, PA, for two years to 
focus on clinical education.  Under the affili-
ation, USF initially will expand the number 
of available slots in its annual medical school 
class by 24 students, and eventually by 48 
students. 

 “This relationship with the University of 
South Florida and Lehigh Valley Health Net-
work represents an opportunity to partner 
with one of the country’s most progressive 
medical schools which will allow us to create 
a national leadership track in medical educa-
tion and to bring more physicians to Pennsyl-
vania,” states a representative for LVHN, “We 
need to have training that meets the needs of 
our population in the future.”

University of South Florida College of Medicine 

SELECT Program

Students will be mentored 
by top medical faculty from 
both USF and LVHN and 
have the opportunity to build 
the professional networks 
needed to drive reform in 
medicine and health care.

“We have jointly designed a new medical 
education curriculum that will prepare physi-
cians for the new paradigm of health care 
delivery. This emphasis includes cost manage-
ment, physician leadership development, 
and emphasizes high quality and safe care for 
patients. Teaching hospitals like LVHN must 
be committed to developing new and innova-
tive ways to train doctors so they can help 
with the health care reform everyone believes 
we so desperately need in this country.”

Increasing the pool of highly qualified physi-
cians is extremely important because the pop-
ulation is both aging and increasing. In fact, 
Florida and Pennsylvania lead in the nation 
in the proportion of the total population that 
is 65 and older. While the number of physi-
cians is inadequate to serve the population’s 
needs in the future, experts are predicting a 
major physician shortage of between 100,000 
and 200,000 physicians by the year 2020. As 
a result, in 2006, the AAMC recommended 
a 30 percent increase in U.S. medical school 
enrollment by 2015. This would add 4,900 
students to the medical school pool. 

Across all four years of the SELECT pro-
gram, students will be mentored by top 
medical faculty from both USF and LVHN 
and have the opportunity to build the profes-

sional networks needed to drive reform in 
medicine and health care. The goal is for the 
first students from USF Health to arrive at 
LVHN regional medical campus by the sum-
mer of 2013. 

For more information on the USF and 
LVHN SELECT Program, please visit select.
health.usf.edu. 

Changing med school to train 21st century leaders
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USF’s Center for  
Advanced Medical 

Learning and Simulation
USF Health broke ground January 11, 2011 
on its Center for Advanced Medical Learning 
and Simulation, a $30 million project that 
will help change how healthcare professionals 
learn, making cutting-edge medical technolo-
gies safer for patients.

The center, known as CAMLS, also will be a 
vibrant addition to downtown Tampa, bring-
ing as many as 60,000 learners to the Tampa 
Bay economy.

CAMLS also will give USF a central location 
downtown to provide classes for undergradu-
ate and graduate students for a broad range 
of academic study.

 “CAMLS marks an important new chapter 
not just for USF Health, but also for how 
health education and evaluation is practiced 
across America,” said Dr. Stephen Klasko, 
Dean of the USF College of Medicine and 
CEO of USF Health. “Our mission is to 
create a healthcare system in which patients 
can feel confident that their surgeons and 
other healthcare professionals have the best 
possible training and testing before they 
perform complicated, difficult procedures on 
patients.”

The 90,000 square-foot building will be 
the new home for high-tech robots and a 
state-of-the-art simulation center. Leading 
USF faculty surgeons will train surgeons 
from around the country on how to perform 
robotic, computer-assisted, and image-guided 
surgeries. In the simulation center’s Virtual 
Hospital, doctors, nurses and other health-
care providers will train side-by-side, perfect-
ing the teamwork and communication skills 
vital to top-quality medicine.

The building also will feature a 2,000 square-
foot auditorium, a 6,000 square-foot labora-
tory for interdisciplinary research, and one 
floor for general purpose classroom space.

USF President Judy Genshaft said CAMLS is 
a wonderful way for USF to create a dynamic 
presence in downtown Tampa.

“CAMLS is 
proof that USF 
is the key eco-
nomic engine 
for Tampa Bay,” 
she said. “With 
this one excit-
ing project, we 
not only take 
a leap forward 
for medical 
education, but 
also will bring 
thousands of 
new visitors to Tampa Bay and provide a new 
and central location for Tampa Bay residents 
to learn from USF.”

USF Health is able to move forward on the 
long-planned CAMLS project thanks to the 
cooperation of the Tampa City Council to 
sell a city-owned parking lot to USF as the 
site for the center.

“We are incredibly grateful to Mayor Pam 
Iorio and to Tampa city officials for their en-
thusiasm and vision of what CAMLS could 
mean to Tampa,” said President Genshaft. 
“As a city, we’re truly fortunate to have that 
kind of far-sighted leadership.”

Mayor Iorio said CAMLS will be a landmark 
for the city of Tampa and another side of 
USF’s role as an economic engine for the 
region.

“The City of Tampa is fortunate to be home 
to the University of South Florida,” Mayor 
Iorio said. “As a leading research institu-
tion known for its academic excellence, the 
university positively impacts our community 
and our numerous partnerships have greatly 
benefitted our residents.  The ground break-
ing for the CAMLS project is another step 
toward increasing the university’s positive 
impact on our city.”

USF Health leaders now are working to 
assemble key parts of the CAMLS team. Dr. 
Klasko announced that CAE Healthcare, 

the Canada-based company that is a world 
leader in simulation training, will manage 
the CAMLS Simulation Center.  Key faculty 
members also are taking leadership positions, 
said Deborah Sutherland, PhD, associate vice 
president of USF Health and project director 
of CAMLS.

“CAMLS is a game-changer for the Univer-
sity of South Florida and the city of Tampa 
and will attract industry leaders and medical 
experts from around the world,” Dr. Suther-
land said. “It is their expertise that will make 
CAMLS a national center for transforming 
medical education and create a hub for bio-
medical research in the downtown area.”

Ultimately, the impact of CAMLS will reach 
far beyond Tampa Bay, by helping patients 
who benefit from better-trained healthcare 
professionals, Dr. Klasko said.

“Even as we’re celebrating construction of 
this beautiful building, it’s important to 
remember than CAMLS is much more than 
the physical bricks and mortar,” Dr. Klasko 
said. “This is about creating an environment 
at the core of the mission of USF Health: 
sparking a revolution in how we educate 
healthcare professionals, lead through in-
novative research, and provide for the best 
possible patient care.”

For more information on the project, visit 
www.camls-us.org.

Artist rendering of USF Health CAMLS building, downtown Tampa.
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On August 12, 2010 the USF College of 
Medicine welcomed the Class of 2014 at 
the annual White Coat Ceremony. This 
ceremony marked the start of a new tradition 
with 53 alumni generously donating to cover 
the costs of all 120 student white coats! The 
donation also supported the USF College of 
Medicine General Scholarship Fund.

WHITE COAT CEREMONY
Do you remember the first time you recited the Hippocratic Oath?
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The annual American Association of 
Medical Colleges (AAMC) national con-
ference is a time to renew acquaintances, 
share ideas and join together to move the 
profession forward.  It is also an opportu-
nity to bring alumni, students and faculty 
together in a casual setting at the Dean’s 
reception.   This year’s event was more 
than just a great reception however.  Food, 
cocktails, and dancing were the norm 
for the many faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni of USF College of Medicine in 
attendance.  It was “the place to be!”

A special thanks to Dr. Laski who was the 
deejay and got the party rolling!  Many 
thanks to everyone who attended and 
showed off their dancing skills!  Join us in 
November at the 2011 AAMC Conference 
in Denver.

USF College of Medicine Alumni Reception at AAMC

Left to right: Dr. Courtney Bovee, ‘11, Dr. Steven Specter, Dr. Valerie Riddle, ’89, and Wilfredo Herrera, 
’13 at the USF College of Medicine Alumni Reception at AAMC 2010.
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On October 22 and 23rd, 2010 the classes of 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, 
2000, and 2005 returned to the College of Medicine for Reunion 2010.  This 
year’s activities included the annual Friday night dinner hosted by Carolyn & Greg 
Nicolosi at the Florida Aquarium, a Saturday morning brunch picnic at the College 
of Medicine campus, and a formal reception at the Tampa Bay History Center.  
This year more alumni than ever attended this weekend.  “These reunions just keep 
getting better every year!” exclaimed Carolyn Nicolosi.  “This years’ activities were 
great and really motivated me to remain involved and enthusiastic in the Alumni 
society” said Chris Cunha ’85 and alumni board events committee chair.  To view 
pictures from this year’s event please visit the MD alumni website at medicine.
usfhealthalumni.net.

CLASS REUNION 2010
Mark your  
Calendars:  
COM Class  
Reunion 2011
Reunion 2011 honors the classes of 
1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, 
and 2006 on October 14 and 15th, 
2011.  Every year we ask that alumni 
from the honored classes send in 
pictures and memorabilia from their 
personal collections from their time at 
USF.   If you have a great picture that 
you would like to share, please email it 
to pshirley@health.usf.edu or mail it to 
12901 Bruce B. Downs Blvd., MDC 
70, Tampa, FL 33612. 

We are also always looking for vol-
unteers to help recruit your fellow 
classmates to attend.  If you have a few 
minutes to make phone calls or send an 
email please contact Patricia Shirley at 
pshirley@health.usf.edu.
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The question of the night: “Where were you, because it was a great party!”

Friends forever!

You would think that they would get enough of this at work!

Future graduate of the USF College of Medicine
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1970s
Bruce Barron, ’75, is a professor of 
radiology for the Division of Nuclear 
Medicine at Emory University and the 
Chief of Nuclear Medicine Services at 
Emory University Hospital Midtown in 
Georgia.

Frederick Wollett, ’75, is a radiologist 
at the Radiology Associates of Ocala 
in Ocala, Florida.  His daughter, 
Kimberly, recently graduated from the 
University of South Florida College 
of Medicine also as a member of the 
Class of 2011.

Richard Brilli, ’76, is the Chief 
Medical Officer at the Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital in Columbus, 
Ohio.

1980s
Marvin Dewar, ’80, is the CEO 
and Senior Associate Dean for the 
University of Florida Physicians, 
Shands Healthcare in Gainesville, 
Florida.

Howard Lewis, ’80, is currently 
practicing radiation oncology in 
Houston, Texas.

Rex Northrup, ’80, is the Co-Medical 
Director of Sacred Heart Children’s 
Hospital in Pensacola, Florida and 
an associate professor at the Florida 
State University College of Medicine.

Scott Williams, ’80, is currently 
practicing orthopedics at Brenham 
Orthopedic and Sports Medicine 
Associates in Brenham, Texas.

Sara Fredrickson, ’81, is currently 
practicing oncological surgery in 
Bloomingdale, Illinois.  She is also 
the Chair of the Breast Imaging 
Technologies Certification and 
Accreditation Committee.

James Amontree, ’82, is currently 
practicing gastroenterology in Port 
Charlotte, FL. He is married to Kim 
and they have three children, Andrew, 
Matthew and Ashley.

John Cappleman, ’84, is currently 
practicing geriatrics in Winter Garden, 
Florida.

Mary Hutcheson, ’84, is currently 
practicing psychiatry in Lutz, Florida.

Thomas Pusateri, ’84, is currently 
practicing ophthalmology in Tampa, 
Florida.  His son, Adam, recently 
graduated from the University of South 
Florida College of Medicine also as a 
member of the Class of 2011.

Warren Abel, ’85, is the President of 
Coastal Pulmonary and Critical Care 
in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Paul Arnold, ’85, is a urologist at Bay 
Urology in Safety Harbor, Florida.

Steven Burnett, ’85, is currently 
practicing dermatology in Sarasota, 
Florida.

Paul Christakis, ’85, is currently 
practicing pediatrics in Boca Raton, 
Florida.  His is a clinical preceptor 
for 3rd year medical students at the 
University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine.  He is married to Sophia, 
and they have four children, Luke, 
22, Georgia, 21, Constantine, 17, and 
Barbara, 16.

Class Notes

Christopher Cunha, ’85, is the 
President of Pediatric Associates, PSC, 
in Hebron, Kentucky.

Julie Kelch, ’85, is currently practicing 
family medicine in Tallahassee, Florida.

Mary Zimmer, ’85, is a pediatrician 
at Randolph Pediatric Associates in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

William Bockenek, ’86, is the Medical 
Director of the Carolinas Rehabilitation 
for the Carolinas Health Care System.

Asim Jani, ’87, is the Director of the 
Preventative Medicine Residency 
Program at the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

Catherine O’Connor, ’88, is a general 
surgeon at Goodall Health Partners in 
Sanford, Maine.

Diane Duffy, ’89, is the Director of 
Clinical Education for the Physician’s 
Assistant Program at Elon University in 
Elon, North Carolina.
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David Eisen, ’89, is a pathologist in 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida.

Valerie Riddle, ’89, is the Healthcare 
and Life Sciences Consultant at 
Curran Partners, Inc. in Stamford, 
Connecticut.

Gerald Townsend, ’89, is currently 
practicing family medicine at the 
Townsend Clinic in St. Augustine, 
Florida.

Frederick Williams, ’89, is the 
Residency Program Director at the 
University of Miami Miller School 
of Medicine/JFK Medical Center in 
Atlantis, Florida.

1990s
Ellen Brown, ’90, is currently practicing 
psychiatry in Clearwater, Florida.

William Brown, Jr., ’90, is currently 
practicing internal medicine in 
Clearwater, Florida.

Diane Gowski, ’90, is currently 
practicing internal medicine in 
Clearwater, Florida.

Corey Howard, ’90, is the owner 
of Physician Life Centers in Naples, 
Florida.

Kenneth Hurwitz, ’90, is currently 
employed by the Lung Associates of 
Sarasota in Sarasota, Florida.

Catherine Lynch, ’90, is a Professor 
and Interim Chair of the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
the new Associate Vice President for 
Women’s Health at the USF College of 
Medicine in Tampa, FL.

Ulysses Balis, ’91, is the Director of 
the Division of Pathology Informatics 
at the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.

Lowella Esperanza, ’91, is currently 
practicing dermatology in Tampa, 
Florida.

Daniel Golwyn, Jr., ’91, is currently 
practicing radiology in Columbia, 
South Carolina.

Sandra Gompf, ’91, is currently 
practicing infectious disease medicine 
at the James A. Haley VA Hospital in 
Tampa, Florida.

Teena Hughes, ’91, is currently 
practicing pediatrics in Tampa, 
Florida.

Jordan Mussary, ’92, is a pediatrician 
at Sawgrass Pediatrics in Boca Raton, 
Florida.

Todd Hazelton, ’93, is the Professor 
and Chair of the Department of 
Radiology at the University of South 
Florida College of Medicine in Tampa, 
Florida.  He is married to Lisa and 
they have nine children Andy, Josh, 
Matt, Anna, Noah, Sara, Adam, Leah, 
and Nate.

Randall Bartholomew, ’95, is 
currently practicing emergency 
medicine in Cape Coral, Florida.

Craig Berger, ’95, is currently 
practicing ophthalmology in Tampa, 
Florida.



USF COM alumni news  l  18

Greg Cabrera, ’95, is currently 
practicing pediatrics in Alpharetta, 
Georgia.

Edward Cutolo, Jr., ’95, is currently 
practicing internal medicine at the 
James A. Haley VA Hospital in Tampa, 
Florida.

Robert Kramer, ’95, is an associate 
professor of pediatrics at the 
University of Colorado/The Children’s 
Hospital in Aurora, Colorado.

Richard Thropp, ’95, is a radiologist 
at Irving Radiological Associates in 
Dallas, Texas.

Dennis Newsome, ’96, is an 
anesthesiologist at the Watson Clinic 
in Lakeland, Florida.  He is married to 
Melissa and they have three children, 
Benjamin, Miles, and Molly.

Eric Rosenburg, ’96, is an associate 
professor at the University of Florida 
College of Medicine in Gainesville, 
Florida.

Ronda Annicelli, ’99, is currently 
practicing family medicine at the AFB 
Flight Medicine Clinic at Randolph Air 
Force Base in San Antonio, Texas.

2000s
Joseph Alesnik, ’00, is a 
cardiothoracic surgeon for the Ocala 
Health System Surgical Group in 
Ocala, Florida.

Georgia Kane, ’00, is currently 
practicing neurology in Tampa, Florida.

Connie Keehn, ’00, is currently 
practicing dermatopathology at 
Dermpath Diagnostics in Altamonte 
Springs, Florida.

Marc McCain, ’00, is currently 
practicing pediatrics at Treasure Coast 
Pediatrics in Vero Beach, Florida.

Todd Miller, ’00, is currently practicing 
internal medicine at Morton Plant 
Mease Primary Care in St. Petersburg, 
Florida.

Leena Hancock, ’03, 
is currently practicing 
obstetrics and gynecology in 
Clearwater, Florida.

Jonathan Jones, ’04, is an 
assistant professor and an 
associate program director at 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center in Jackson, 
Mississippi.

Troy Howell, ’05, is a 
psychiatrist at the James A. 
Haley VA Hospital in Tampa, 
Florida.

Anthony Cannella, ’06, is a 
fellow in infectious disease at 
the University of California, 
San Diego.

Korianne Haas, ’06, is currently 
practicing anesthesia and pain 
medicine at Kaiser Permanente in San 
Diego, California.

Richard Hopley, ’07, is a pathologist 
in Allen, Texas.

Help us find our lost alumni!
In this issue of the alumni magazine we would like to highlight the “lost alumni” of 
the classes being honored at the 2011 reunion.

If you know the phone numbers, email addresses, last known city, or anything else 
that might help us get in touch with one of your classmates, please contact Patricia 
Shirley at the alumni office at pshirley@health.usf.edu or 813-396-9665.  Thank you 
for your help!

ClASS oF 1981
James P. Fischer
L. R. Cook
Carol S. Berg
Lawrence C. Taylor
 
ClASS oF 1986
Geoffrey S. Greene
Steven A. Roth Jr.
Frank R. Hayden
 
ClASS oF 1991
Marc R. Davidson
James W. Jarvis
John D. Riley

 ClASS oF 1996
Peter H. Kaufer
Dennis E. Koselak
Ronald W. Baker
Craig A. Wardell
 
ClASS oF 2001
Gialinh Le M.
Donna Sanchez
William A. Lynn
Shellon McAllister
Alice Tsao
Charles E. Newman
Kerry Philbeck
Alyssa Zamore
James P. O’Brien

 ClASS oF 2006
Erica Smith
Joanna Ramirez
Connie Edelen
Michael Huang
Constanza Frase
Shannon Reed
Simon Borucki

Archer Martin, ’07, is currently 
practicing anesthesiology in Niceville, 
Florida.
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                       Stay	  Connected…	  
                              Once an Alum always an Alum! 
Your	  College	  of	  Medicine	  Alumni	  Society	  membership	  is	  conferred	  automatically	  upon	  your	  graduation	  from	  
USF.	  	  If	  you	  haven’t	  yet,	  now	  is	  the	  time	  to	  take	  full	  advantage	  of	  your	  membership.	  	  

• Receive	  the	  latest	  college	  news	  and	  advanced	  notification	  of	  alumni	  events	  

• View	  photos	  from	  past	  events	  
• Networking	  opportunities	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

• Communicate	  with	  classmates	  who	  are	  also	  members	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
• Share	  personal	  and	  professional	  news	  via	  Class	  Notes	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

• Volunteer	  to	  work	  with	  the	  next	  generation	  of	  colleagues.	  

For	  more	  information	  regarding	  the	  USF	  College	  of	  Medicine	  Alumni	  Society	  or	  to	  register	  in	  the	  online	  community,	  please	  
visit	  medicine.usfhealthalumni.net	  or	  contact	  us	  at	  813-‐396-‐9665.	  	  	  

Please	  complete	  and	  send	  using	  the	  return	  envelope	  or	  register	  online	  at	  
medicine.usfhealthalumni.net.	  

 

Personal	  Contact	  Information	  

Name	  _____________________________________________________________________________________________	  

Address	  ____________________________________________________	  

City____________________________________	  	  	  State______	  	  	  	  Zip__________	  

Phone	  ______________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mobile	  ____________________	  	   Birthday	  _________________	  

Preferred	  E-‐mail	  ________________________________________	   Alternate	  E-‐mail	  ______________________	  

Marital	  Status	  (please	  circle	  one):	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Single	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Married	  	  	   Spouse	  Name	  ______________________	  

Preferred	  form	  of	  contact	  (circle	  all	  that	  apply):	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Phone	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mobile	  Phone	   	   E-‐mail	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mail	  

Employment	  Information	  	  

Employer	  Name	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Title	  ______________________________________________________________________________________________	  

Employer	  Address	  ___________________________________________________________________________________	  	  	  	  

City	  _______________________________________________________________________	  State	  _______	  	  Zip	  ________	  

Business	  Phone	  ________________________	  	   	   Business	  Fax	  ___________________	  
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