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from the Dean

We got out of the blocks swiftly this academic year creating new solutions to meet health
challenges. We are opening a robotic-surgery training center, extending our smoking
cessation efforts and laying the ground work for a new patient center.

The USF Health da Vinci Center for Assisted Surgery is one of two centers in the country
training doctors how to use the Si model of the da Vinci Surgical System, a robot that
helps surgeons perform intricate operations. As many as 600 surgeons are expected to train
at the center each year, improving their skills at performing minimally invasive surgeries.
The center is part of USF’s effort to advance medical training and embodies our
commitment to ensure the best quality care for patients.

On Nov. 19, the entire USF Health campus is going smoke free. Creating a smoke-free
environment demonstrates our dedication to promoting healthy habits and provides an
atmosphere to help smokers quit.

We’re also working on establishing a model center for chronic illnesses like diabetes and
Alzheimer’s disease. USF Health is currently a national epicenter for diabetes research and
has made significant contributions toward therapies for neurological diseases. Providing one
place where patients can receive specialized treatment for all the ailments related to these
diseases is a novel idea and a perfect fit for us. It will certainly make a difference for patients
dealing with chronic conditions.

Change defines our way of life at USF Health and the College of Medicine. There are
many ways alumni can be a part of this change through our alumni society. If you are
not a member, I encourage you to join today. Visit medicine.usfhealthalumni.net and
physicaltherapy.usfhealthalumni.net to sign up and learn how you can help transform health.

points of Pride

This issue focuses on fresh starts as we welcome
new students, launch new health initiatives and provide

new opportunities for alumni to stay connected.

Stephen K. Klasko, MD, MBA
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT FOR USF HEALTH
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Pictured: White Coat Ceremony 2009

� The USF College of Medicine class of 2013
received their first white coats in August. Of the
120 students, 37 of them are USF graduates.
The average GPA of the class is 3.72 and 13
percent of the students are from racial/ethnic
groups underrepresented in medicine.

� The USF School of Physical Therapy and
Rehabilitation Science’s class of 2013 will
receive their first white coats at their
Commitment to Professionalism Ceremony
on Thursday October 22, 2009. Of the 39
students in the new class, 22 of them are
USF graduates. The average GPA of the
class is 3.5 overall.

� USF neuroscientists have received a $1.5
million NIH grant from the National Institute
on Aging to study human umbilical cord
blood cells (HUCBC) as a potential treatment
for Alzheimer's disease.

� Two USF general surgeons performed what
is believed to be the first single incision
gallbladder removal without the use of
general anesthesia.

� USF/Tampa General Hospital Comprehensive
Epilepsy Program was one of four centers
selected nationally by the International
League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) to partner
with and develop comprehensive epilepsy
programs in Latin America. Neurologists
and neurosurgeons in the Dominican
Republic gained expert knowledge on
starting and running epilepsy programs when
two USF physicians visited them in August.

� The USF College of Medicine is one of the
country's top 25 medical schools enrolling
Hispanic students according to Hispanic
Outlook in Higher Education. Our Hispanic
female students outnumber our Hispanic
male students.



High on their list
of activities was
to re-establish
the College of
Medicine Alumni

Society. “We feel
strongly that the University of South Florida
College of Medicine alumni want to stay
connected with each other and help the
College grow and prosper,” said Greg.
“Since we know each and every member
of all of the classes that have graduated,
we wanted to actively participate in
restarting the alumni program.”

Over the last two years, Carolyn and
Greg assisted with hosting the alumni
reunions, provided guidance on what ideas
would and would not work to engage alumni
and lent their name to communications.
Once the basic groundwork was laid,
Carolyn remembers thinking it was time
to begin getting the alumni involved in
directing the efforts. “It’s everyone from
Karl Altenburger ’74 to Ameigh Worley ’09
alumni society! Without the input from
alumni across all years, how will we
guarantee that we have something that
will interest everyone?”

And so began the Alumni Focus Group!
Beginning with topics from a conversation
with Greg, Carolyn, Jim Smith ’81 and
Dino Pantages ’79, broad categories were
developed with questions to spark
conversation that would determine the
direction of the re-established alumni
society. Ultimately 41 alumni, students,
emeriti faculty, former faculty, faculty and
staff participated in three focus groups.
The first meeting was in April 2009 and the
last in August with the goal of seating an
alumni society board. As the last person
disconnected from the conference call in
August, those who attended in person
looked around the room with a very
satisfied smile because the goal was met.

So without further ado, here is your very
own President and Board of your College
of Medicine Alumni Society!

Diane Duffy ’89 is the President of the
Board and chair of the Planning Committee.
The Planning Committee is composed of
the chairs of the other committees as well
as student leaders, faculty and staff. The
committee will meet as needed to ensure
that the society meets its goals. Its first task
will be to develop bylaws. “It is important
to hit the ground running so that we don’t
lose the momentum from the focus group
sessions,” Diane noted. “I will be helping
the committee chairs begin their work by
working the phones to encourage classmates
and other alumni to volunteer. There will
be a place for anyone to help even if they
have only an hour or two a year!”

The Awards and Recognition Committee
will be chaired by Aman Bhullar ’07
(and yes he is in his third and final year of
residency!) “It’s important to not lose track
of the accomplishments of the College, its
students, alumni and faculty. We’ll need
everyone’s help with identifying those who
have advanced the profession as well as
supported the college,” said Aman.

“My reunion is coming up in a few years
so I want to make sure it is outstanding!
I decided the way to make that happen was
to get involved with the planning,” said
the new chair of the Reunions Committee,
Cyndi Yag Howard ‘93. “I’m looking for
people from the 2010 reunion classes
(1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000 and
2005) who want to make their reunion
memorable. And those in the 2011 reunion
classes who want to get an early start.”

Valerie Riddle ’89 chairs the Marketing
and Communications Committee. “It may
sound crazy but this is the area that interests
me the most! I can’t wait to get people on
the committee and dig into how we can best
get the word out about what is going on
with the Society and the College. We have
so many great stories to share.”

Providing opportunities to alumni outside of
the Tampa area will be the initial focus of
the Events Committee chaired by Chris
Cunha ’85. “Even though the majority of
medicine alumni live and work in the
Tampa area, that doesn’t mean that there
aren’t opportunities for alums from different
classes in Atlanta or Washington D.C. or
Seattle to get together. I’ll need help from
local alumni to suggest locations for a happy
hour or some other get together and with a
few phone calls, we should be able to make
it happen,” said Chris.

Student Programs, Mentorship and
Networking were the areas that generated
much interest during the focus groups.
Almost every discussion circled back to
these topics. When interaction between
alumni and students was involved, the
conversation was lively. So who better to
chair this committee then Carolyn and
Greg Nicolosi? “I’ll let Greg know we are
chairing this committee. He’ll be happy to
help,” said Carolyn during the closing
moments of the August meeting. Greg was
at bagpipe practice and as we all know, he
always agrees with Carolyn!

“Over time this committee could easily
split into three separate committees because
there are so many opportunities to match
alumni and student interests. Speaking to
students during a lunch and learn, hosting a
fourth-year student who is interviewing,
sponsoring the white coat ceremony and
matching alums who have similar research
interests are just a few of the areas men-
tioned during the focus groups,” said Greg.

“Carolyn and I are committed to build a
self-sustaining Alumni Society. We believe
Drs. Klasko and Monroe will maintain an
alumni staff to support the committees and
with this continuity, the efforts of volunteers
will be sustained. If you want to give back
to your college, work with students and
have a great time then join Diane, Chris,
Valerie, Cyndi, Aman or Carolyn and me
on a committee. Your interest and skills
will make a difference!”

Alumni spotlight

College of Medicine Alumni Society Board
When Greg and Carolyn Nicolosi retired from the University of South Florida College of Medicine in 2007, they decided
that too much change in their life would not be good. So to ease their way into retirement, they decided to maintain
an involvement with alumni and students.

Please join your classmates and friends by volunteering for a College of Medicine Alumni Society committee.
Committee members do not need to be in the greater Tampa Bay area and even an hour or two a year can make
a big difference. To volunteer call or e-mail Christina Brown-Wujick cbrown7@health.usf.edu or (813) 396-9635.
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focus on Students

Dr. Nicolosi in his Scots regalia piped the
class to the stage. After remarks from
President Genshaft, Dr. Klasko, faculty and
staff they received their sparkling white
coat. After cheers and tears during the
presentation, there were plenty of smiles
as friends and family took pictures to
commemorate this happy occasion.

College of Medicine Class of 2013
White Coat Ceremony
On Friday, August 21st, the College of Medicine held the annual White Coat Ceremony for the incoming class
marking the beginning of their latest journey.
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The incoming class of students,
selected from a pool of over 170 highly
qualified applicants, ended their week
of orientation activities ranging from
scavenger hunts to an overview of the
mission of integrated, interprofessional
education provided in the College of
Medicine and School of Physical
Therapy & Rehabilitation Sciences
with this fun time of welcoming
and celebration.

Cheeseburger in Paradise – August 7, 2009
On August 7, 2009, the USF College of Medicine and School of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Sciences
faculty, staff and students offered a warm and fun welcome to the DPT Class of 2012 students on the last day
of orientation at the Cheeseburger in Paradise lunch.



� Caroline Rains, ’74, has retired as the
Medical Director at the Alachua County
Health Department in Gainesville, Florida,
and is now a contract physician at the
Health Department.

� Deborah Trehy, ’78, is currently
practicing gynecology in Tampa, Florida.

� Alan Schwadron, ’79, is currently
practicing cardiology at the Institute
for Advanced Cardiology Care in
Auburn, Alabama.

� Charles Evans, ’84, is currently
practicing gynecology in Winston Salem,
North Carolina. His wife Lisa, ’84,
practices radiation oncology.

� Julie Cheek-Weiland, ’89, is the
Medical Director for the Community
Health Centers of Pinellas County in
St. Petersburg, Florida.

� Mark Deutsch, ’89, is currently practicing
plastic surgery in Atlanta, Georgia.

� Evan Tepper, ’89, is an ER physician
at TeamHealth SouthEast in
Bradenton, Florida.

� Robert Kowalski, ’98, is a neurosurgeon
at the Florida Spine Institute in
Clearwater, Florida.

� Robert Adelson, ’99, is an assistant
professor at the University of Florida.

� Richard Castellano, ’99, is currently
practicing plastic surgery in Tampa,
Florida.

� Connie Keehn, ‘00, is currently
practicing dermatopathology at Derma
Diagnostics in Altamonte Springs, Florida.

� Evan Miller, ’05, has recently completed
an AP/CP residency in pathology at
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
and is currently doing a one year surgical
pathology fellowship at Brigham and
Women's Hospital in Massachusetts.

Class notes

For more class notes, visit
http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net

Upcoming Events for
the College of Medicine
and School of Physical

Therapy and Rehabilitation
Sciences (SPTRS)

May 6, 2010 –
College of Medicine Commencement
featuring the Path of Honor and
Alumni Luncheon

May 8, 2010 –
SPTRS Graduation Dinner

Spring 2010 –
College of Medicine
Scholarship Luncheon

October 22 and 23, 2010 –
College of Medicine Reunions

After all the graduates’ hard work, they
munched on gyros and Greek salad at the
College of Medicine courtyard following
their graduation rehearsal. The graduates
were able to relax and chat about the
exciting and hectic years leading up to
their big graduation day. The party was a
blast and the College of Medicine is happy
to recognize them as the new alumni!
Congratulations!

focus on Students

calendar of Events

College of Medicine
Class of 2009 New Alumni Event
The College of Medicine Alumni Society was pleased to host the Greek themed
College of Medicine New Alumni event on May 6 for the graduating class of 2009.
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Class Reunions 2009
On October 15, 16, and 17, the USF College

of Medicine Alumni Society held its third
annual Reunion Weekend, honoring the

classes of ’74, ’79, ’84, ’89, ’94, ’99, and ’04.

The reunion began on Thursday evening with alumni
gathering underneath the USF College of Medicine’s
alumni tent just outside Raymond James Stadium
for a tailgate before the USF vs. Cincinnati football
game. On Friday evening, alumni celebrated
together during a reception at the Florida Aquarium.
A picnic was held at the College of Medicine on
Saturday morning and Greg and Carolyn Nicolosi
along with Dr. Steven Klasko hosted a cocktail
reception and dinner at the Hyatt Regency in
downtown Tampa to wrap up a weekend of
exciting events.

Thank you to all who participated in making this
event a truly wonderful and memorable occasion!



A true sense of alumni pride was felt
as the graduates passed by their new
colleagues and fellow alums. The
charter class was well represented,
reliving moments of their ceremony
35 years ago! Thank you to the
alumni, faculty and staff who helped
to make our newest tradition, the
Alumni Path of Honor, a great
success this year! Following the
commencement ceremony, a

luncheon was held for our alumni with
remarks by Dr. Klasko and Greg and
Carolyn Nicolosi. Our alums turned
out for this special occasion from all
across Florida and they promised to
get the word out for next year!
Please mark your calendars
now for the Alumni Path of Honor
and Luncheon next year at the
USF College of Medicine
Commencement on May 6, 2010!

GET CONNECTED…
Join the USF College of Medicine alumni online
community! Registering in the online community
will allow you to contact former classmates as well
as receive the latest College of Medicine news
and information on upcoming alumni events.
Becoming a member is absolutely free and it just
takes a few minutes. We encourage you to visit
medicine.usfhealthalumni.net and join today!

Christina Brown-Wujick became
the Assistant Director of Alumni
Relations in August 2009. As a
graduate student at the USF Tampa
campus, Christina worked as a
graduate assistant for the Departments
of Educational Affairs and Student

Affairs at the College of Medicine and thus enters
this position already familiar with the USF Health
community. After receiving her Master of Education
degree in College Student Affairs in May 2009 she
was ready to transition to a full-time position, and
the alumni office was excited to hire a recent USF
graduate. Her focus will be on communicating with
current students and alumni while building new
programs that will help these two constituencies
get to know each other. For more information on
opportunities available for getting involved with the
College of Medicine’s Alumni Association, please
contact Christina at cbrown7@health.usf.edu.

USF COL LEGE OF MED I C I N E

Alumni Path of Honor 2009
On May 8th, 2009, the USF College of Medicine Alumni Society held
its first ever Alumni Path of Honor during the College of Medicine
Commencement Ceremony.
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