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from the Deanpoints of Pride
� USF College of Medicine’s Charter Class of

1974 celebrates its 35th anniversary this year.
In addition, the Class of 1984, the first class
to complete the four-year M.D. program at
USF, celebrates its 25th anniversary.

� The Florida Board of Governors unanimously
approved a proposal to establish a four-
year Doctor of Pharmacy Degree (PharmD)
Program at the University of South Florida.
The new School of Pharmacy will emphasize
clinical research on pharmacogenetics and
geriatric pharmacology and is expected to
enroll its first class in 2011.

� USF Health has created new programs,
expanded course offerings and increased
scholarship funding by more than $400,000.

� USF Health has expanded its research
facilities by an affiliation agreement with
the Johnnie B. Byrd, Sr., Alzheimer’s Center
and Research Institute. This collaboration
combines the expertise of USF’s neuro-
sciences and the Institute to win more
resources to fight Alzheimer’s Disease.

In this issue, we highlight the impact of
the Longitudinal Clinical Experience (LCE)
program on recruiting and training medical
students and keeping physicians engaged

in the medical education process.

Stephen K. Klasko, MD, MBA
CEO, USF HEALTH / DEAN, USF COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
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We hit warp speed this year launching powerful educational opportunities for our students
at USF Health and the College of Medicine: from pharmacy to leadership to safe electronic
health to service learning.

In January, the Florida Board of Governors gave the college the green light to offer a
Doctor of Pharmacy program at USF in 2011. Medication management permeates every
aspect of healthcare. Adding pharmacy to our formula of collaborative education is
critical for accomplishing our mission to transform the continuum of health for our patients.

In March, we announced our unique affiliation with Lehigh Valley Health Network to
create a Health Care Leadership Track. This partnership is an opportunity to align our
progressive medical program with one of the nation’s best community hospitals.

We also launched PaperFree Tampa Bay and opened the USF Health Simulation Center
at Tampa General Hospital. Both innovative programs will change the quality of healthcare
for our communities. Critical medical errors occur in the course of transcribing and filling
written prescriptions. The goal of the ambitious PaperFree Tampa Bay initiative is to
convert every single doctor in the 10-county region surrounding Tampa Bay to electronic
prescribing—the first step in the transition to electronic health records. We have the
opportunity to be a model for the nation.

The USF Health Simulation Center addresses the need for continuous training throughout
our careers as physicians, just as the LCE program emphasizes the need for clinical training
in the first two years of medical school. The center allows health professionals from across
the state and nation to learn and practice advanced techniques for a wide range of medical
procedures and to hone critical clinical decision-making skills—all in a realistic
environment without risk to patients.

I hope you are as proud and excited about the accomplishments of your school as I am.
As always, I invite you to join us on our journey to change the DNA of healthcare
one student, one prescription, one doctor at a time.

At the College of Medicine we are making
a concerted effort to reconnect our alumni
to the college. We have established an alumni
Web site where you can reconnect with
your classmates, sign up for events and
stay current with college news. Please visit
us at http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net
for new developments.



Dr. Hoffmann created the LCE program by
observing 26 schools in the AAMC that had
some form of a LCE program. He tailored
and adjusted the results of his study to
uniquely fit the needs of the USF College
of Medicine. Today, this program is one of
the highlights for USF’s medical students.

“In the past we focused primarily on
teaching students the knowledge and
what they need to know to be a doctor,”
says Hugo Narvarte, ’00, the program’s
incoming director. “Today we recognize
that we cannot teach the intangibles.
We take certain skills for granted, for

example, what it means to be a good doctor.
Are you able to sit and talk to your patients;
are you able to relate to them?”

It’s not only the students that benefit
from being a part of this program.
The preceptors and their perspective
hospitals and offices also see an advantage
in volunteering their time to teach medical
students. “Whether you are a faculty
physician or a community physician,
having learners is enormously stimulating,”
Dr. Hoffmann states. “It’s just wonderfully
enriching to have people pushing you
as they learn. To nurture a young adult

who’s entering this profession, it’s
just rewarding. Don’t forget in our
Hippocratic Oath, we said we would do
that, we would be teachers.”

Dr. Hoffmann is extremely proud when
he looks back at all he has accomplished
with the program. “Any time you create
something in the world that’s new and it
works, you get pretty excited,” he says.
“To see something that conceptually
made sense and then being able to
implement it and see that it has had a
positive impact, you couldn’t be normal
if you didn’t really feel good about it.”

Faculty spotlight on LCE

When Dr. Richard Hoffmann, associate professor of medicine at
USF, started the Longitudinal Clinical Experience (LCE) Program at
the USF College of Medicine eight years ago, his main goal was to
help USF medical students become more familiar with the clinical
setting in their first two years of medical school. It was his desire
and passion to make the basic science classes come alive to the
first- and second-year students by introducing patient contact as
a part of their curriculum and to give students an opportunity to
develop their professional presence as future physicians.

Dr. Richard Hoffmann
& the LCE Program
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Dr. Richard Hoffmann and Dr. Hugo Narvarte, ’00.

Traditionally, the first two years of medical
school have been dedicated almost
exclusively to the basic sciences with the
exception of physical diagnosis and some
introductory clinical courses. Eight years ago,
the Longitudinal Clinical Experience (LCE)
program began, allowing students to gain
clinical experience in their first and second
years by training with doctors within the
Tampa community. This program is one of
the many reasons students choose to come
to the USF College of Medicine.

The goal of the LCE program is to introduce
students to clinical practice during the
basic science years. Within the first several
months of Year 1, medical students have
a focused clinical orientation and learn
introductory physical diagnosis skills.

The objectives of the LCE program include
providing an introduction to clinical medicine

by a positive role model, developing an
understanding of the doctor-patient
relationship and the relationship of the
physician with other health care professionals,
promoting an understanding of the essence
of being a physician, including the fostering
of professionalism, developing medical
interviewing and communication skills,
developing physical examination skills,
applying and integrating basic science
into clinical medicine, and developing
a clinical knowledge base.

The LCE program is split into two major
courses, LCE I and LCE II. First-year
students in LCE I have one clinical
experience with a preceptor which starts
mid-November and goes through May.
LCE II starts in September of the second
year and includes two experiences—one
which lasts through December, and the
other which starts in January and ends in

May. Each student has three rotations and is
required to choose among internal medicine,
pediatrics or obstetrics for at least one of the
rotations. Students also have a blend of
faculty and community physicians as their
preceptors throughout the course.

The LCE Program is a valuable way for
our students to start early in building
the necessary tools to become great
physicians by developing their competence
of basic science, overall aptitude and
professional social interactions. This
program has been and continues to be
a vital part of the College of Medicine
curriculum as well as an incentive for
future medical students.

The University of South Florida College of
Medicine is appreciative of our community
colleagues. They play an integral role in the
success of the LCE program!

LCE Program Goals & Objectives
Over the last few years the University of South Florida College of Medicine has
made a number of significant changes to its core curriculum, especially in the
first two years of medical school.



Student perspectives on LCE

Dr. Miranda leads Lisa and Cindy in their
weekly LCE at the James A. Haley Hospital.
Lisa and Cindy are enjoying the program
because they realize that it is not only
preparing them to be better doctors in the
future, but also helping them to be better
students now by applying what they learn
in the clinical setting daily.

Cindy points out that before being a part of
LCE, she had never experienced what it is
like to be a doctor. “I have never really been
in a hospital shadowing a doctor before,” says
Cindy. “It is showing me what physicians go

through every day and what their jobs entail.
That is really helpful!”

On the other hand, Lisa feels that LCE has
been a helpful reminder to her of why she
chose to become a doctor in the first place. “It
reminds me of why I am in medical school,”
says Lisa. “If you just have class all day, it’s
easy to lose track of why you are actually
doing this. Having the clinical exposure and
being able to see it all pull together in a
clinical way motivates me a lot.”

For Lisa, working alongside Dr. Miranda has
broadened her horizons and given her new

ideas on what area of medicine she would
like to practice when she completes medical
school. “I thought I knew what I wanted to
do when I went to medical school,” she says,
“but I’ve been really surprised at how much I
like internal medicine. It has shown me that
I need to keep an open mind.”

Both Lisa and Cindy agree that LCE has
been a positive experience for them and is
one of the valuable benefits of attending
USF over other medical schools. “I really
enjoy it,” Cindy says. “It’s very helpful,
and I’m glad that USF offers this to
medical students.”
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Alumni spotlight on LCE

Ana began as a preceptor with the program
in November 2008. “What I liked about
LCE when I was a student was that it got
me out of the classroom and into the clinical
setting so I could see what I learned come
alive. It was nice to be able to do some
hands-on and see the physicians in action
applying what we had learned in class,”
she says. “The physician becomes a mentor
helping the student learn how to apply
knowledge, behave professionally and
interact positively with patients. You get to
see physicians, in their environment, interact
with their patients. When you are at the

bedside, you are not talking about molecules
and the chemical equations with the patient
but about professionalism and being able to
develop that doctor-patient relationship.”

Ana is currently the preceptor for two
first-year USF medical students, Lisa Sander
and Cindy Joseph. “It’s very exciting for
me,” Dr. Miranda says. “I feel like I’m
making a difference. They’re going to
become physicians soon, and this is my
way of making them become the best that
they can be. Physicians can all play their
part in one way or another to help their

profession, and I think that this is a
great way to do it!”

Dr. Miranda also enjoys being able to
share the students’ fresh perspective on the
practice of medicine. She desires to remain
both a teacher and an active learner
throughout her career as a physician. She
truly believes that participating in LCE is not
only helping her to achieve this goal but is
also helping her give back to the College of
Medicine and to her profession. This is what
continues to make her involvement in the
LCE a positive and meaningful experience.

Dr. Ana Miranda: From Student to Preceptor
When Dr. Ana Miranda, '05, attended
the USF College of Medicine, she was
one of the first students to participate
in the Longitudinal Clinical Experience
(LCE) program. Today, Ana is a
preceptor for the LCE program.

Ana is practicing as a hospitalist in the
Internal Medicine Department of the
James A. Haley VA Hospital in Tampa.
She is proud that she has an opportunity
to facilitate learning in the clinical setting
for the next generation of USF medical
students. As a student, Ana enjoyed the
LCE program and wanted to extend a
similar opportunity by volunteering her
time to help current students have that same
positive experience in their first two years. Dr. Ana Miranda, ’00, (center), along with her students, Lisa Sander (right) and Cindy Joseph (left).

Lisa Sander & Cindy Joseph
Lisa Sander and Cindy Joseph are first-year medical students at the USF College of Medicine. Last November,
they both began their first Longitudinal Clinical Experience (LCE I) working with Dr. Ana Miranda, '05.



The approval means that USF Health can
begin planning the four-year professional
degree program, housed under the auspices
of the USF College of Medicine. The
university expects to apply to the Florida
Legislature for program funding by 2011,
so that its first PharmD class could be
admitted later that year.

“The Board was insightful in recognizing
the long-term, critical healthcare need for
more pharmacists to serve the citizens of
Florida,” said Stephen K. Klasko, MD,
MBA, CEO for USF Health and dean of
the College of Medicine. “As with every-
thing we do at USF Health, this program
will be designed as a critical hub in the
future of health care, especially for the
citizens of our region.”

Florida is positioned at the high end of the
20-percent national shortage of pharmacists,
said Kevin Sneed, PharmD, clinical director
and assistant dean of the USF Division of
Clinical Pharmacy. “Beginning in 2011,
the first wave of baby boomers will begin

enrolling in Medicare. Many will require
medication therapy as part of their health
care, and the state’s demand for pharmacists
is expected to grow substantially,” said
Dr. Sneed, an associate professor in the
USF Department of Family Medicine.
“We are building a rigorous, patient-
centered program that will focus on the
needs of this aging population while

preparing pharmacists to be innovative
healthcare leaders.”

The new USF Doctor of Pharmacy Program
is expected to enroll as many as 50 students
in its first class if funding is approved and
will emphasize clinical research between the
PharmD program and other USF doctoral
and master’s programs.

USF Doctor of Pharmacy
Degree Program Approved by
the Florida Board of Governors
On January 29, 2009, the Florida Board of Governors unanimously approved
a proposal to establish a four-year Doctor of Pharmacy Degree (PharmD)
Program at the University of South Florida.

Our Apologies
We deeply apologize for the technical issues that occurred with the “Alumni
News” e-mail that was sent out from the USF Health Alumni Relations office
on February 12, 2009. We experienced a technical problem with a new listserv and we are
extremely sorry for any inconvenience that this may have caused. We have fully investigated
the problem and are exploring a number of options for future e-mail communications.
We appreciated the calls and the e-mails to make us aware of the problem. Thank you
for your patience and understanding!
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It is with tremendous sadness that we announce
that Les Diaz, ’97, has passed away this March,
after being diagnosed with high gastric cancer in
2007. Les fought hard against the disease and is survived
by his loving wife, Karen, and his daughter, Olivia.

For more information, visit Les’s website at http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/lesliediaz.
In lieu of flowers, please direct memorials to “Olivia Diaz 529 College Savings Plan”. If you
would like to drop Karen a note, her address is: 13304 Loveland Circle, Minnetonka, MN 55305.

Community
Physician Involvement
Due to student interest, we have an
exciting new opportunity for community
physicians to become involved with
USF College of Medicine students. The
Medical students would like to explore career
opportunities in areas of medicine they have
not had significant exposure to during their
third year clerkships. Examples include but are
certainly not limited to: opthamology, urology,
radiation, oncology, and any primary care or
surgical subspecialty. This commitment would
involve allowing a student to shadow you for
one day, three to four times per year. If interested
please contact Lori Bowers, MD, FAAP by
email at lbowers@health.usf.edu or by mail at:

Lori Bowers, MD, FAAP, Interim Associate
Dean for Undergraduate Medical Education
University of South Florida • 12901 Bruce B.
Downs, MDC 54 • Tampa, FL 33612



UPCOMING EVENTS
April 15-16:
The George D. Wilbanks Lectureship

in Gynecologic Oncology

May 6:
New Alumni Reception

May 8:
USF College of Medicine

Commencement and Alumni

“Path of Honor” (Alumni Luncheon)

June 5:
Student Clinician Ceremony

August (TBD):
White Coat Ceremony

CLASS CALLING COMMITTEES NEEDED
To volunteer, please contact Elise Brodeur at (813) 974-9635 or ebrodeur@health.usf.edu.

� Laura Geisel Sullivan, ’78, is the Staff
Pathologist and Director of Laboratories
at the Florida Hospital Department of
Pathology in Orlando, FL.

� Paul Wallach, ’84, is Dean of the Touro
University College of Medicine in New Jersey.

� Robert Marshall, ’85, is the CMIO/Director
of Clinical Informatics at the U.S. Navy Bureau
of Medicine and Surgery in Washington, D.C.

� Howard James Jones, ’89, is the Director
of Inpatient Services at the Waldo County
General Hospital in Belfast, Maine.

� Valerie Riddle, ’89, is the Vice President
and Medical Director of PharmAthene, Inc.,
a leading biodefense company based in
Annapolis, MD focused on developing and
commercializing products to counter
biological and chemical weapons.

� Alisa Smith Williams, ’92, is a forensic
psychiatrist practicing both forensic and
general psychiatry in Atlanta, GA.

� AnhVu Nguyen, ’96, is a family and
emergency medicine physician at
Baypines VA Hospital in St. Petersburg, FL.
He recently authored his third book,
"Medical Perceptions: Fact or Fiction.”

� Manish Shah, ’98, is a physician at
Wesley Chapel Internal Medicine and
Pediatrics in Wesley Chapel, FL.

� Joseph V. Ferraro, ’00, is a physiatrist at
Physical Medicine and Pain Management
Associates in Annapolis, MD.

� Jillian Glass, ’00, recently joined MSN.COM’s
web series “Mom’s Homeroom,” an on-line
program aimed at giving parents valuable
information on raising their children.

� Paul Wojciech Nowicki, ’01, is a
gynecologic oncologist at Southeastern
Gynecologic Oncology Associates in
Jacksonville, FL.

� Amanda Storey, ’02, is a family physician
at MedCentral Family Medicine and
Urgent Care in North Carolina.

� Erik C. Nilssen, ’02, is a foot and
ankle/sports medicine physician at
The Andrews Institute in Gulf Breeze, FL.

� Celestine Mararac, ’03, is the Chief of
Internal Medicine at Holloman Air Force
Base (49th Fighter Wing) New Mexico.
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For more class notes or event details, please visit
http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net
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We are pleased to announce Elise
Brodeur as the new Director of Alumni
Relations for the USF College of
Medicine. Elise joined the USF Health
staff on November 18, 2008. Since her
arrival, she has been busy building the
new alumni program. Her focus is
communicating with alumni and helping

you stay connected to the USF College of Medicine.

Elise’s experience in alumni relations includes developing
alumni relations for the U.S. Naval Academy, where she
created and implemented a new donor society for young
alumni; directing alumni and community relations for the
World Olympians Association and managing activities for
the Olympians Reunion Center during the Torino Games;
and creating alumni programs for the University of Florida
Alumni Association.

For more information on the alumni program at the USF
College of Medicine, including upcoming alumni events,
you may contact Elise at (813) 396-9635 or e-mail her at
ebrodeur@health.usf.edu. She is anxious to hear from you!

UNIVERSITYOFSOUTHFLORIDACOLLEGEOFMEDICINEALUMNINEWS

College of Medicine Class Reunion
On Oct. 2, 3 and 4, 2008, the USF College of Medicine Alumni Society held its
second annual Reunion Weekend, honoring the classes of ’78, ’88, ’98 and ’08.

The reunion began on Thursday night when alumni returned to USF and gathered under-
neath the USF College of Medicine’s alumni tent just outside Raymond James Stadium
for a tailgate before the Bulls vs. Pittsburgh football game. Dr. John Sinnott taught a CME
course on travel medicine on Friday morning for reunion attendees at the USF Health
Center for Advanced Healthcare in South Tampa. Later that evening, alumni celebrated
together in a wonderful tropical adventure at the Florida Aquarium. A picnic was held at
the College of Medicine on Saturday morning and Greg and Carolyn Nicolosi hosted an
intimate dinner at Mise En Place in downtown Tampa on Saturday evening to wrap up a
weekend of exciting events. Thank you to all who participated in making this event a
truly memorable occasion!

STAY CONNECTED…
ONCE AN ALUM ALWAYS AN ALUM!
Your College of Medicine Alumni Society membership is
conferred automatically upon your graduation from USF.
If you haven’t yet, now is the time to take full advantage
of your membership.

� Attend a reunion. � Reconnect with former classmates –
now distinguished professionals. � Receive the latest
college news and events. � Meet current students –
the next generation of medicine.

Register today by visiting us at
http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net


