
volume 2 / fall 2008 / page 1

from the Dean

In July 2008, we saw our first patients in the Morsani Center for Advanced Health Care,
a research team received a new $128 million NIH grant to end juvenile diabetes, and our
hospital partners Tampa General Hospital and Moffitt Cancer Center both made the
Top 50 list in the latest U.S. News & World Report ranking of America’s Best Hospitals.
These accomplishments show creativity, determination and a focus on solutions, not
problems. That’s how we’re getting it done in learning, discovery and health care.

As alumni, you play an important role in helping us transform health care. Although
36 percent of doctors on the 2007 Best Doctors in America list for the Tampa Bay area are
USF Health physicians, when USF alumni and volunteer faculty are included, 70 percent
of the list has a connection with USF Health. This is a testimony to the college’s role in
developing leaders, not just followers, in health care. In each issue we highlight alumni
who are working to create an optimistic future for health. To share your stories, please visit
our alumni Web site http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net.

We are excited about the reunion on October 2, 3 and 4. Last year’s was a hit, and this year,
we hope even more of you will attend. This is a great time to reconnect with classmates and
stay connected to your alma mater. I invite you to join us as we celebrate the Great Eights
and the contributions all of our alumni are making to the medical community.

points of Pride

� On Match Day 2008, 115 senior
USF medical students were officially
notified of their residency assignments.
Internal Medicine, Emergency Medicine
and Pediatrics were their top three
specialty choices.

� The BRIDGE Healthcare Clinic opened
in Oct. 2007. The student-directed facility
offers free primary care to uninsured
adults in the low-income community
west of the USF Tampa campus.

� The Morsani Center for Advanced Health
Care opened in July 2008. A model of
interdisciplinary care, the center offers
patients high-quality care for all their
medical needs.

� U.S. News & World Report ranked USF
Health’s hospital partners among the
nation’s top 50 hospitals. USF Health
physicians are the division chiefs for five
of the seven specialty areas recognized
at Tampa General.

� Dr. Jeffrey Krischer and his research
team received a $127.7 million NIH
award to coordinate worldwide studies
on the prevention and treatment of
juvenile diabetes. This grant, combined
with a previous $169 million award,
puts USF in the top 50 for NIH funding to
medical schools.

At the College of Medicine we are making a concerted effort to reconnect our alumni
to the college. We have established an alumni Web site that can be used as a tool to
reconnect with your classmates, sign up for events and keep up with the college.
Please visit us at http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net for new developments.

This issue recognizes faculty, students and
alumni who are pathfinders in our journey to
become the national model for health care.

Stephen K. Klasko, MD, MBA
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT FOR USF HEALTH

DEAN, USF COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
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Make sure you don’t miss out on the upcoming reunion! Join your classmates Oct. 2-4, 2008
for the second annual USF College of Medicine Decades Reunion and “Celebrate the Great Eights.”

This event will honor the classes of ’78, ’88, ’98, and ’08. A change from last year is ALL CLASSES are invited and encouraged
to attend the reunion because we realize that friendships were formed across class years. We hope you will set aside this weekend
to bring your family and join in the festivities as classmates, faculty, and staff celebrate the “Great Eights.” Register online today at
http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net.

THURSDAY, OCT. 2ND, 2008

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Alumni and Family Tailgate at
Raymond James Stadium

8:00 p.m.
USF vs. Pittsburgh Football Game
at Raymond James Stadium

Register now for limited club seating!

FRIDAY, OCT. 3RD, 2008

10:00 a.m.
Educational Opportunity

Travel Medicine – Lecture by
Dr. John T. Sinnott

6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Alumni Reception and
Family Reception

Hosted by Greg and Carolyn Nicolosi
at the Florida Aquarium

SATURDAY, OCT. 4TH, 2008

11:00 a.m.
Family Picnic at the College of Medicine

11:30 a.m.
Tours of the USF Health Campus
including the new Morsani Center
for Advanced Healthcare

5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Cocktails and Dinner at the
Tampa Marriott Waterside

CLASS REUNION 2008
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

OCTOBER 2, 3, and 4

Reunion Weekend Schedule

For more event information and registration, please visit http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net.
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“They had a lot invested in us. As the first
class, they wanted to make sure that we
were successful, so that meant that we were
heavily mentored. We developed very close
relationships with the charter faculty who
became even more than mentors. They
really became dear friends. They taught
us not only about the profession and the
science of medicine, but also about the art
of medicine. They taught us the love of our
profession and why what we do is important
and why it’s worth protecting.”

Dr. Altenburger exemplifies what it means
to embrace both the science and the art
of medicine. He actively engages the
community through his medical profession

and his current involvement in the political
arena. Since retiring from his allergy and
immunology practice in October 2006,
Dr. Altenburger has shifted his focus from
practicing medicine to protecting medicine.
He is heavily involved with the leadership
of the Florida Medical Association (FMA)
and is excited that this has allowed him to
travel around the state of Florida as a
spokesman for the medical profession in the
community. According to Dr. Altenburger,
being a good physician requires not only
practicing medicine, but also being involved
with the affairs of your community and
your profession. Dr. Altenburger states,
“We’ve been privileged to join a great
profession and we need to do whatever we

can to make sure that our independent
role as the patient’s advocate is preserved.
We stand on the shoulders of the giants
of our field who have come before us. The
Dr. Barnesses and the Dean Smiths of the
world would not have just sat around and
let things fall apart. They would have stood
up and fought for their profession and their
patients. And, I think as physicians we
have to do that. That’s our calling.”

Dr. Altenburger is the former president of the
Florida Medical Association and resides with his
wife in Ocala, FL. To learn more about the work
that Dr. Altenburger is doing in the community
with the FMA, visit http://www.fmaonline.org/.

Alumni spotlight

Dr. Karl Altenburger is proud to be recognized as one of the first graduates
of the USF College of Medicine. A member of the charter class of 1974,
Dr. Altenburger feels privileged that he was able to be one of 24 students
who were selected to be a part of a unique opportunity.

“We had 24 people in our class and we had a faculty that you could say
‘hand picked’ us,” Dr. Altenburger recalls.

focus on Students

Throughout their training at the USF College of Medicine, medical
students are encouraged to find ways to serve the underserved.
Prompted by this encouragement, four USF medical students
(Class of 2008) – Sam Crane, Waldo Guerrero, Shelby Kent, and
Omar Hammad – created the BRIDGE Clinic, which opened in October 2007.

USF BRIDGE Clinic

Dr. Karl Altenburger
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BRIDGE stands for Building Relationships
and Initiatives Dedicated to Gaining
Equality. BRIDGE is a student-run
medical clinic that offers free services to
the community surrounding USF, which
contains the top two lowest income
neighborhoods in the city of Tampa.

The main purpose of BRIDGE is to help
provide regular medical services for those
who do not have insurance. Sam Crane
states that the purpose of BRIDGE is not
to provide emergency care or care for severe

medical conditions, but rather to provide
continuous care and regulate prescriptions
for those who have chronic conditions such
as hypertension or diabetes and cannot
afford regular medical attention. A diabetes
patient who recently visited the clinic and
had been on and off her medications for
years said, “Now I can count on USF for
continuous care.”

One of the things that makes BRIDGE
different from other student-run clinics of
the past is that younger medical students

are taking an active part in managing it.
This is what makes it successful and this
is what will make it a good thing for
USF in the future. As BRIDGE begins to
grow and reach out into the community,
so will its need for volunteers. BRIDGE is
seeking alumni who will be willing to
invest time and money into helping
BRIDGE become an enduring reality
and help serve the underserved in the
community. To learn more about BRIDGE
and how you can help, please visit
www.bridgehealthcareclinic.org.
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Faculty perspective

When Dr. Martin Silbiger came to Tampa, there was no medical school.

Today, Dr. Silbiger is proud as he looks back at how far the USF College of Medicine has
come and the progress that it has made over the years, from its beginnings with its first
class of 24 until now. Dr. Silbiger has played a vital role in all that the college has become,
and today he is not only proud of its past but he is confident as he looks forward to all
that the USF College of Medicine can and will become in the future.

Dr. Martin Silbiger

� George Bruce Clement, ‘77,
practices rheumatology at Bond
Clinic in Winter Haven, FL.

� Eli Freilich, ‘77, practices internal
medicine at Bay Area Chest
Physicians in Clearwater, FL.

� Patricia Nugent Jeansonne, ‘77,
practices general pediatrics in Brandon,
FL. She is also a volunteer at the
Brandon Outreach Clinic.

� William Robert Kiser, ‘78, was promoted
to the rank of Rear Admiral in the Navy
and has assumed the command of Naval
Medical Center, Portsmouth, Virginia as of
August 2008.

� Laura Geisel Sullivan, ‘78, is the staff
pathologist and laboratories director for
Central Florida Pathology Associates in
Orlando, FL.

� James Wilkinson, ‘78, is an Associate
Professor at the University of Miami.

� G. Michael Swor, ‘81, is a gynecologist
at Swor Women’s Care in Sarasota, FL.

� Asim A. Jani, ‘87, is the hospital epidemi-
ologist at Orlando Regional Medical Center
(ORMC) and is also serving as the assistant
director of the Infectious Diseases
Fellowship Program for the Department
of Infectious Diseases Internal Medicine
Residency Program at ORMC.

� Reid Sheftall, ‘88, serves as chief of
surgery and division chief, Department of
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at the
Royal Angkor International Hospital in Siem
Reap, Cambodia. He is also the author of
“Striking It Rich: Golf in the Kingdom with
Generals, Patients and Pros.”

� Erik Nilssen, ‘02, is an orthopedic
fellow at the American Sports Medicine
Insitute in Birmingham, AL. He will
begin working fulltime in March 2009
in Gulf Breeze, FL at The Andrews
Institute with a primary focus in Foot
and Ankle/Sports Medicine.

� H. David Scott, ‘02, is an assistant
professor of Neuroradiology at
UT-Southwestern Medical Center
in Dallas, TX.

� Natalie Ann Faith (Brown), ‘03, is a
rheumatologist practicing at the Florida
Medical Clinic in Zephyrhills, FL.

� Matthew Hudkins, ‘03, is a Flight
Surgeon in the USAF. He is stationed
in Valdosta, Georgia at Moody AFB.

� Deborah Jensen, ‘03, is an assistant
professor in the Department of OB/GYN
at the LSU Health Science Center in
Baton Louge, LA.

Class notes

Dr. Silbiger wore many hats at the USF
College of Medicine: founding faculty member,
student mentor, dean and donor, but he
believes that his greatest role in the history
of the USF College of Medicine was “stabiliz-
ing a school that was in a rather tumultuous
state and making it a more solid school both
financially and intellectually.” He played a
vital role not only in getting the college off to
a better start, but he also played an important
part in developing the Tampa Bay community.
Dr. Silbiger co-founded the University
Diagnostic Institute and brought advanced
imaging to the Tampa Bay area. He was also
a founding member on the board of directors
for the Moffitt Cancer Center. In addition to
his involvement in the medical community,
Dr. Silbiger was also heavily involved in

supporting the growth of the performing arts
in Tampa Bay. His enthusiasm and dedica-
tion to these and other projects is what
makes Dr. Silbiger one of the most honorable
and respected men in the Tampa community.

Over the years, Dr. Silbiger became one
of the most beloved faculty members to
serve the College of Medicine at USF.
His outstanding commitment to his teaching
and his overwhelming love and passion for
his students earned him great honor and
respect from both students and fellow faculty
members alike. He feels that the best part
of his job was the students and “being able
to hang out, laugh, joke and take things a
little less seriously than maybe others do.”
Dr. Silbiger states, “I think that it

is really neat to be able to relate to students
for all these years and I have been really
lucky that I have had a terrific experience
with the students, the university and the
community here.” He believes that the future
of the USF College of Medicine is now up to
the students and the alumni of the school.
To all alumni, Dr. Silbiger says, “You were
lucky to attend USF’s College of Medicine
because it is a really good school and a fun
school, and the more active that you become
in the future, the happier you will be.”

Since retiring from his position as Chair of
the Department of Radiology last February,
Dr. Silbiger continues to be involved with
the USF College of Medicine. He desires to
remain actively engaged with the college
and the community in the years to come.

For more class notes, visit
http://medicine.usfhealthalumni.net



The first patients walked through the doors
of the new Carol and Frank Morsani Center
for Advanced Healthcare on July 21st. This
new multi-million dollar facility is the second
and largest of two healthcare facilities that
USF Health opened in the last year.

This six-story, 194,000-square-foot facility
features an ambulatory surgery center, with
eight operating rooms and five endoscopy
suites, cutting-edge diagnostic imaging, a full
service in-house pharmacy and much more.

The Carol and Frank Morsani Center for
Advanced Health care is one stop shopping
for healthcare patients. Instead of patients
moving from doctor to doctor, the new
Morsani Center brings services, including
x-rays, MRIs and labs to the patient. Patients
won’t have to schedule three different
appointments at three different locations for
their annual exam anymore, because every-
thing can be taken care of in just one visit!

Patient information will be stored in
sophisticated electronic health records so
patients won’t have to fill out any paper-
work. Patients will be able to request
appointments, send email messages to
doctors and request prescriptions online.

Faculty and students have been trained to
focus on the patients’ overall well-being.
By combining professionals from the
colleges of medicine, nursing, and public
health and focusing on the entire continuum
of health from birth to end-of-life issues,
the new Morsani Center will promote good
health and prevention so patients have a
healthier future.

The Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
and Sports Medicine was the first USF
Health division to move in and set up shop.
“We saw our first patient at 7:55 a.m.
He walked in with a smile, and after his
appointment he walked out with a smile,”

said Head Ambulatory Nurse, Anita Fischer,
RN. “And that’s what is most important.”

“The Morsani Center exemplifies USF’s
opportunity to provide the best possible
patient-centric clinical care,” said Dr. Robert
Pedowitz, MD, chair of USF’s Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery and Sports Medicine.
“As a health care provider, I am excited
because the Morsani Center is truly going to
be a fantastic place to work. But the bottom
line, and the most important this—patients
will find the care provided at the Morsani
Center to be safe, efficient and comfortable.
The facility is designed to meet their needs.”

Dr. Monroe joined USF Health’s leadership
team to oversee medical education on July 1.
A professor of family medicine, she is well

known for her publications and
innovations in physician-patient
communication, cross-cultural
communication, and mentoring
students and faculty.

“It’s very exciting to be able
to recruit Alicia Monroe to
USF. She’s one of the nation’s

leaders in teaching new
models of physician

communication
and is perfect
for building on
the model of
physician
education
we’ve created
at USF,” said
Stephen K.
Klasko, MD,
MBA, dean of

the USF College of Medicine and senior
vice president for USF Health.

“I am thrilled to be joining the team at
USF Health and the College of Medicine,”
Dr. Monroe said. “I was attracted by the
many strengths of USF and the College of
Medicine including strong visionary leader-
ship, a strategic commitment to innovation
and excellence, and the opportunity to
continue building an already nationally
recognized education program. I am excited
by the opportunity to collaborate with an
extraordinary group of students, faculty,
administrators and staff to strengthen
current programs and to launch new
initiatives that will enhance health
professions education, patient care and the
health of the greater Tampa community.”

Dr. Monroe earned her MD degree from
Indiana University School of Medicine,
and completed an internship in psychiatry
at Georgetown University Medical Center
in Washington, DC, and a residency in
family medicine at Methodist Hospital in

Indianapolis. She recently completed
the Executive Leadership in Academic
Medicine Program (ELAM), as well as
the Macy Mentorship Program in Health
Communication. ELAM is a core program
of the Institute for Women’s Health and
Leadership at Drexel University College
of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA.

She has received numerous teaching awards.
Dr. Monroe was a three-timer winner of
Brown Medical School’s Faculty Teaching
Award and received the Faculty Teaching
Award for Excellence in Multicultural
Education 10 times.

Dr. Monroe has published extensively in
peer-reviewed journals, books and other
media.. She is a member and past president
of the Association for the Behavioral
Sciences and Medical Education, a national
organization of medical educators dedicated
to creatively and innovatively applying
social and behavioral science knowledge to
medical education.

USF Health Opens New
Carol and Frank Morsani Center

for Advanced Healthcare
Please join us for the grand opening and ribbon cutting gala for the
Carol and Frank Morsani Center on October 10, 2008 at 6:30p.m.
For more information and to RSVP please call (813) 396-9942.

Dr. Alicia Monroe, Vice Dean for Educational Affairs
Following a nationwide search, the University of South Florida College of Medicine tapped Alicia D.H. Monroe, MD,
former Associate Dean for Diversity at Brown University’s Warren Alpert Medical School, as the college’s Vice Dean for
Educational Affairs.

“…patients will find the care provided
at the Morsani Center to be safe,
efficient and comfortable. The facility
is designed to meet their needs.”

Dr. Robert Pedowitz, MD
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USF Health is a partnership of the University of
South Florida’s colleges of medicine, nursing,
and public health; the schools of basic biomedical
sciences and physical therapy & rehabilitation
sciences; and the USF Physicians Group. It is a
partnership dedicated to the promise of creating
a new model of health and health care. One of
the nation’s top 63 public research universities
as designated by the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching, USF received more
than $310 million in research contracts and
grants last year. It is ranked by the National
Science Foundation as one of the nation’s
fastest growing universities for federal research
and development expenditures.

USF Health Development & Alumni Relations
12901 Bruce B. Downs Boulevard, MDC 70
Tampa, Florida 33612

PRESIDENT
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Judy Genshaft, PhD

VICE PRESIDENT
USF HEALTH

DEAN, COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
Stephen K. Klasko, MD, MBA

PRODUCED BY:
USF Health

Development & Alumni Relations
University of South Florida

EDITORS:
Leanna Baylis and Deena Kemp

PHOTOGRAPHY BY:
USF Health

DESIGN BY:
G Squared Design Solutions, Inc.

The weekend began on Friday night
with the alumni reception at The Florida
Aquarium. Fellow alums had such a good
time reuniting with one another that they
literally had to be pushed out the door at
the end of the evening and afterwards
stood outside talking until late into the
night! On Saturday afternoon, COM
alumni met up at the USF Health football
suite at Raymond James Stadium for the
USF vs. UCF football game. This was the
surprise location for a CME course pre-
sented by Dr. Stephen Klasko, Senior

Vice President of USF Health and
Dean of the College of Medicine, and
Dr. Jay Wolfson, Professor of Public Health.
By Saturday evening, word spread that
the COM reunion was the place to be!
The evening dinner, held at the Tampa
Marriott Waterside, was opened up to
those who had not initially registered but
still wanted to be a part of this special
event. There was an excellent turnout for
cocktails and the closing dinner. Thanks
to all who participated in making this
inaugural event a truly memorable occasion.

GET CONNECTED…
Find out who’s coming to the reunion!
Join the USF COM alumni online community
and plan your reunion weekend with fellow
alums. Registering for the online community
will allow you to contact former classmates as
well as receive reminders and regular updates
about the upcoming reunion from the College
of Medicine. Visit http://medicine.usf
healthalumni.net/ and join today!

Leanna Baylis became the
Assistant Director of Alumni
Relations in May 2008. As a
student at the USF Tampa campus,
Leanna interned with the USF
Health Development Office assisting
with alumni publications and

events. After graduating Magna Cum Laude
with her Bachelor of Arts degrees in Commun-
ication and Gerontology in December 2007,
Baylis transitioned into a full-time position.
Her focus is communicating with alumni and
helping you stay connected with USF. She
manages the alumni online community Web site,
plans alumni events and produces the Bulletin.
For information about the upcoming reunion
or getting involved with the college, you may
contact Leanna at lbaylis@health.usf.edu.
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Class Reunion 2007
On October 12 and 13, 2007, USF Health held its first ever College of
Medicine Decades Reunion Weekend for the classes of ’77, ’87, and ’97.


